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peering through the lens as his hand motioned this person
a shade to the right, that an inch to the left. At length the
masterpiece was as he wanted it. He emerged for the last
time, slipped in the plate, and stood with one hand on the
bulb, the other on the shutter, ready to remove it. " Now,
look steadily into the camera, please." Off came the shutter,
and at that moment Alec Dillworth lifted his copy of Hard
Facts and held it before his face. The whole thing had to be
done again; but somehow Alec obtained from the photo-
grapher some prints of the first plate. It was he who gave
the copy to Theo. It was this copy that Theo always kept,
showing little Alec, so short that he is standing beside George
on a small box, and wearing instead of a face the cover of
Hard Facts. The picture is inscribed in Alec's hand:
" Obliteration of a Poet/'

And now, thought Theo, I really must go. There was
all the parish of St. Ninian's, as it seemed to him, claiming
his attention, and he wasting his first morning. With no
farewells, he slipped through the door into the murk of the
Stockport Road. The public was unaware of the portent
that had come to birth. Not a soul stood on the pavement
outside the shop. Even the few scarecrow children who had
been there, attracted by the fairy lights, when he went in,
had disappeared into whatever habitations the surrounding
night held for them. It was an unpropitious day for in-
vestigating the parish. Perhaps, he thought, he had better
go back to Hardiman Street and reassemble his disordered
mind. A few drays with their lamps palely glowing ground
slowly past him and an occasional pedestrian materialised
suddenly, was seen, was gone, foundered in that silent all-
- enveloping sea.

A light patter of footsteps sounded on the pavement
behind him. It was that birdlike creature Dillworth, with
the tiny feet and hands, the starved body, and beautiful
irregular face.

Dear Lady Pinson: I have already written to you to-day,
and you will no doubt think that I should now be out and